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A Survey of the Teaching of Russian in the US, Fall 1966,
Part I: Colleges and Universities

Victor Terras, University of Wisconsin, Madison.

[from: "The Slavic and East European Journal," Volume 11,

Number 3, Fall 1967.1

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE

OFFICE OF EDUCATION
PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING iT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIIONS

STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION

POSITION OR POLICY.

The stimulus for this survey was given by Professor Albert Parry's forth-
coming book on the history of the teaching of Russian in this country.
Funds for postage, stationery, and a part-time graduate assistant to mail
and process the questionnaires were provided by the University of Wiscon-
sin. Over 3,000 questionnaires were sent out to colleges and universities
(on the basis of World Almanac and MLA lists) and high schools (on the
basis of lists obtained from State FL Supervisors) in the fall of 1966.
Approximately 85% of the institutions contacted responded. Those who did
not were sent a follow-up letter. Colleges and universities which failed to
respond to the second letter also were sent .a third letter. Still, 'we failed
to get a response from 30 colleges and universities which, we assume, have
a Russian program.

Below are the results of our survey for the colleges and universities.
Those for the high schools will be published in the next issue of SEE,.

We are reasonably sure of the figures for first- and second-year Rus-
sian. Those for students taking advanced Russian courses and graduate
students will have to be much less reliable for several reasons.

A simple questionnaire without a detailed letter of instructions was
imperative, if we wanted to be sure of a reasonably quick response from
most institutions. HoWever, such a questionnaire cannot possibly suit the
many different situations existing at hundreds of institutions which have
an advanced Russian program. Thus, many departments could easily re-
port total enrollment in advanced. courses, but would have difficulty in
fixing the exact number Of students working toward a minor or a major .

in Russian, since most students would be taking more than one Russian
course at a time (and some Russian minors or majors might not be taking
any courses in the department during a given semester) : The number of
graduate students would be more easily obtained, but there would be prob-
lems here, too. For instance, in some institutions PhD candidates taking
Russian to satisfy a language requirement are. technically taking a graduate-
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level course in the department. There are students who do some graduate
work in the department while majoring in another field. Cqurses in Rus-
sian literature in translation, in Russian civilization, etc., which :re taken
by students not majoring (or minoring) in Russian, are another problem.
And there are many more.

As a result of all this, some institutions simply reported the number
of AB's, AM's, and PhD's granted during the academic year. A few gave
the total "advanced undergraduate" or "graduate" enrollment, rather than
the actual number of students involved. We divided these figures by three,
assuming that this would bring us reasonably close to the actual number
of students in the department (an advanced undergraduate or graduate
might be expected to take three courses in the department, on the average).

The figures given below speak for themselves. Regarding comparison
with MLA 1965 totals, we are sure that the very slight decline registered
is not a real one, but caused solely by the fact that some MLA figures rep-
resent total enrollment where ours represent the number of individuals
taking Russian.

The compiler of this survey thanks those many correspondents who
gave their response a personal note by adding various items of extra infor-
mation, materials, and comments. An attempt will be made to react to at
least some of them.

I

Listed below are the colleges and universities which, according to informa-
tion received, had a Russian program in the academic year 1966/1967.
Added in parentheses at the end of a state entry are those colleges and
universities from which we did not receive a reply to our inquiry, but of
which we must assume that they have a Russian program. Schools which,
according to information received, have a BA program in Russian (or
Slavic) are marked with ar asterisk, schools which have a graduate pro-
gramwith a double astelisk.

Alabama: U. of Alabama, Auburn U., Samford U., U. of So. Alabama, Spring
Hill C., Talladega C.

Alaska: Alaska Methodist U., U. of Alaska.
Arizona: Arizona S. U.*, U. of Arizona*, No. Arizona U.
Arkansas: U. of Arkansas.
California: Allan Hancock C., American River J. C., Cabrillo J. C., California

Inst. of Technology, California S. C. (Fullerton), California S. C. (Hayward),
California S. C. (Long Beach), California S. C. (Los Angeles), U. of California
(Berkeley) * *, U. of California (Davis)*, U. of California (Irvine), U. of California
(Los Angeles) * *, U. of California (Riverside)*, U. of California (San Diego), U.
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of California (Santa Barbara) *, U. of California (Santa Cruz), Citrus J. C., Clare-
mont Men's C., Contra Costa J. C., Defense Language Inst., C. of the Desert, D:ablo
Valley C., East Los Angeles C., El Camino C., Foothill C., Fresno C. C., Fresno
S. C.*, Fullerton J. C., Grossmont C., C. of the Holy Names, Humboldt S. C., La
Sierra C., Long Beach C. C., Los Angeles C. C., Los Angeles Pierce C., Los Angeles
Valley C., Marymount C., Merritt C., Mills C., Monterey Peninsula C., Napa J. C.,
Occidental C.*, Pacific Union C., Palomar C., Pasadena C. C., Pepperdine C., Po-
mona C., Sacramento C. C., Sacramento S. C., San Diego S. C.*, San Fernando
Valley S. C.*, C. C. of San Francisco, San Francisco C. for Women, San Francisco
S. C.*, C. of San Mateo, San Jose S. C.*, Santa Ana C., U. of Santa Clara, Santa
Monica C. C., Santa Rosa J. C., C. of the Sequoias, Solano C., Sonoma S. C., U. of
So. California (Los Angeles) * *, Stanford U.**, Westmont C., West Valley C.,
Yuba C. (Loyola U. [Los Angeles], Merced C., Monterey Inst. of Foreign Studies,
Orange Coast C., U. of Redlands.)

Colorado: Adams S. C., Colorado C., Colorado School of Mines, Colorado S.
U., U. of Colorado**, U. of Denver, Regis C., So. Colorado S. C., U. S. Air Force
Acad., Western S. C.

Connecticut: U. of Bridgeport, Cen. Connecticut S. C., Connecticut C. (New
London) *, U. of Connecticut*, Fairfield U., Trinity C., Wesleyan U.**, Yale U.**
(U. of Hartford.)

Delaware: U. of Delaware*.
Dist. of Columbia: American U.**, Catholic U. of America, Gallaudet U.,

Georgetown U.**, George Washington U.**, Sch. of Adv. International Studies of
Johns Hopkins U., Howard U.*, Trinity C.*

Florida: Brevard J. C., Florida Atlantic U., Florida Presbyterian C., Florida
Southern C., Florida State U.*, U. of Florida*, Indian River J. C., Manatee J. C.,
Miami-Dade J. C., Pensacola J. C., Rollins C., St. Leo C., St. Petersburg J. C., U.
of So. Florida*. (U. of Miami, Stetson U.)

Georgia: Emory U., Georgia S. C., U. of Georgia, Mercer U.
Hawaii: U. of Hawaii*.
Idaho: U. of Idaho.
Illinois: Augustana C., Aurora C., Belleville J. C., Blackburn C., Bradley U.,

U. of Chicago**, E Illinois U., Elmhurst C., Illinois Inst. of Technology, Illinois S.
U.*, Illinois T. C. (Chicago-N), Illinois T. C. (Chicago-S), U. of Illinois**, Knox
C.*, Lewis C., Loyola U. (Chicago) *, Lyons J. C., Mac Murray C., Monticello C.,
Mundelein C.*, No. Illinois U.*, Northwestern U.**, Principia C., Rockford C.,
Rock Valley C., Roosevelt U.*, Rosary C., St. Procopius C., Shinier C., So. Illinois
U.*, W. Illinois U.*, Wheaton C. (Lake Forest C., Monmouth C.)

Indiana: Ball S. U., Butler U., De Pauw U.*, Hanover C.*, Indiana S. U.,
Indiana U.**, Manchester C., Marian C., U. of Notre Dame**, Oakland C. C., Pur-
due U.*, Rose Polytechnic Inst., St. Mary's C., Valparaiso U., Wabash C.*

Iowa: Coe C., Cornell C.*, Drake U., Grinnell C.*, S. C. of Iowa, U. of Iowa**,
Luther C., Morningside C.*, St. Ambrose C., Wartburg C. (Iowa S. U.)

Kansas: Fort Hays S. C., Kansas S. C. (Pittsburg) , Kansas S. Teachers C.*,
Kansas S. U., U. of Kansas**, Tabor C.

Kentucky: Bellarmine C., Centre C. of Kentucky, E. Kentucky S. C.*, E. Ken-
tucky U.*, U. of Kentucky*, U. of Louisville*, Morehead S. U., Murray S. U.*,
Ursuline C., Villa Madonna C., W. Kentucky U.*

Lruisiana: Louisiana C., Louisiana S. U.**, McNeese S. C., Tulane U.**,
Xavier U. (Loyola U., Southeastern Louisiana C.)



Russian Teaching : Colleges and Universities 311

Maine: Bates C., Bowdoin C., Colby C.*, U. of Maine.
Maryland: Frostburg S. C., Goucher C.*, Johns Hopkins U.*, U. of Maryland*,

Mt. St. Agnes C., Towson S. C., U. S. Naval Acad., Washington C.*, W. Maryland
C. (Morgan S. C.)

Massachusetts: Amherst C.*, Anna Maria C., Boston C.*, Boston U., Brandeis
U.*, Clark U., Emmanuel C.**, Harvard U.**, C. of the Holy Cross, Lowell Techno-
logical Inst., Massachusetts Inst. of Technology, Massachusetts S. C. (Boston), U.
of Massachusetts**, Mt. Holyoke C.*, New England Conservatory of Music, New-
ton C.*, Newton J. C., Regis C., Simmons C., Smith C.**, Southeastern Massachu-
setts Technological Inst., Tufts U.*, Wheaton C.*, Williams C.* (American Interna-
tional C., Curry C., Northeastern U., Radcliffe C., Wellesley C.)

Michigan: Albion C., Delta C. (University Center), Grand Valley S. C., Hope
C., Michigan S. U.**, U. of Michigan**, Wayne S. U.**, W. Michigan U.

Minnesota: Bemidji S. C.*, Carleton C., Concordia C., Gustavus Adolphus C.,
Hamline U., Macalester C., U. of Minnesota*, C. of St. Catherine, St. Mary's C.*,
St. Olaf C., C. of St. Theresa. (Mankato S. C.)

Mississippi: Mississippi S. U., U. of Mississippi, U. of So. Mississippi*.
Missouri: Central Methodist C., Central Missouri S. C., Drury C., Metropoli-

tan J. C., U. of Missouri (Columbia)*, U. of Missouri (Rolla), St. Louis U.*,
Washington U.*, Westminster C.

Montana: Carroll C., U. of Montana*. (Montana S. U.)
Nebraska: U. of Nebraska*, U. of Omaha.
Nevada: Deep Springs C., U. of Nevada.
New Hampshire: Dartmouth C.*, New England C., U. of New Hampshire.
New Jersey: Drew U., Farleigh-Dickinson U., Monmouth C.*, Princeton U.**,

Rider C., Rutgers U.*, C. of St. Elizabeth, St. Peter's C., Seton Hall U., Upsala C.
New Mexico: New Mexico S. U., U. of New Mexico*.
New York: Adelphi U., Alfred U., Auburn C. C., Bard C., Barnard C.*, Briar-

cliff C., Brooklyn C.*, Bronx C. C., Canisius C.**, Cazenovia C., Clarkson C. of
Technology, Colgate U.*, Columbia U.**, Cornell U.**, Dutchess C. C. (Pough-
keepsie), Elmira C.*, Fordham U.**, Fulton-Montgomery C. C., Good Counsel C.,
Hamilton C., Hartwick C.*, Hobart & William Smith C., Hofstra U.**, Holy
Trinity Orthodox Sem., Hunter C.*, Ithaca C., Jefferson C. C., Long Island U.,
Manhattan C.*, Manhattanville C.*, Marist C., Marymount C.*, Mohawk Valley C.
C., Monroe C. C., Nassau C. C., Nazareth C., C. C. of New York*, S. U. of New
York (Albany)**, S. U. of New York (Binghamton)*, S. U. of New York (Buffalo)*,
S. U. of New York (Stony Brook)*, N. Y. S. U. C. (Brockport), N. Y. S. U. C.
(Buffalo), N. Y. S. U. C. (Cortland), N. Y. S. U. C. (Geneseo), N. Y. S. U. C.
(New Paltz), N. Y. S. U. C. (Oneonta), New York U.**, Niagara U., Polytechnic
Inst. of Brooklyn, Queens C.*, Rensselaer Polytechnic Inst., U. of Rochester*, St.
Bonaventure U., St. John's U., St. Lawrence U., Sarah Lawrence C., Siena C., Skid-
more C., Syracuse U**, Union C. (Schenectady), U. S. Military Acad., U. S.
Merchant Marine Acad., Utica C., Wells C.*, Yeshiva U. (Hudson Valley C. C.,
N. Y. S. U. C. [Oswego], N. Y. S. U. C. [Potsdam], St. Vladimir's Orthodox
Theological Sem., Vassar C.)

North Carolina: Duke U.*, Guilford C., Johnson C. Smith U., U. of North
Carolina (Chapel Hill)**, U. of North Carolina (Greensboro), Queens C., Wake
Forest C. (North Carolina S. U.)

North Dakota: North Dakota S. U., U. of North Dakota.
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Ohio: U. of Akron*, Ashland C., Baldwin-Wallace C.*, Bowling Green S. U.,
Central S. U., U. of Cincinnati*, Cuyahoga C. C., 12. of Dayton*, Defiance C., Deni-
son U., Hiram C.*, John Carroll U., Kent S. U.*, Miami U.*, Muskingum C.,
Oberlin C.*, Ohio Northern U.*, Ohio S. U.**, Ohio U.*, Ohio Wesleyan*, Steuben-
ville C., U. of Toledo, Western Reserve U.**, Wittenberg U.*, C. of Wooster*,
Xavier U., Youngstown U. (Antioch C.)

Oklahoma: Oklahoma S. U., U. of Oklahoma**, Oklahoma City U.*, South-
eastern S. C., Southwestern S. C.

Oregon: Lewis & Clark C., Mt. Angel Sem., Oregon S. U.*, U. of Oregon*,
Pacific U., Portland S. C.*, U. of Portland, Reed C.*, Willamette U.*

Pennsylvania: Albright C.*, Allegheny C.*, Alliance C.*, Bloomsburg S. C.,
Bryn Mawr C.**, Bucknell U., Carnegie Inst_ of Technology, Chatham C., Chestnut
Hill C., Clarion S. C.*, Dickinson C., Duquesne U., Elizabethtown C., Franklin &
Marshall C.*, Gannon C.*, Gettysburg C., Haverford C.*, Immaculata C., Indiana
U. of Pennsylvania*, Juniata C., King's C., Kutztown S. C.*, Lafayette C.*, La Salle
C., Lebanon Valley C., Lehigh U., Lycoming C.*, Mansfield S. C., Mary wood C.*,
Millersville S. C.*, Moravian C., Muhlenberg C., Pennsylvania Military C., Pennsyl-
vania S. U.**, U. of Pennsylvania**, U. of Pittsburgh**, St. Joseph's C., St. Vincent
C., Slippery Rock S. C., Swarthmore C.*, Thiel C.*, Ursinus C., Valley Forge Mili-
tary J. C., Villanova U., West Chester S. C.*, Westminster C., Wilkes C. (Temple U.)

Rhode Island: Brown U.**, Providence C., U. of Rhode Island.
South Carolina: The Citadel, Clemson U., U. of South Carolina, Winthrop C.,

Wofford C.
South Dakota: South Dakota School of Mines, South Dakota S. U., U. of

South Dakota*.
Tennessee: U. of Chattanooga, Fisk U.*, Geor-Te Peabody T. C., Memphis S.

U., U. of Tennessee*. (Vanderbilt U.)
Texas: Austin C., Baylor U., U. of Dallas, Lee C., No. Texas S. U., Rice U.,

San Antonio C., Southern Methodist U., Stephen F. Austin S. C., Texas A & M*,
Texas Christian U., Texas Technological C., U. of Texas**, U. of Texas Arlington
S. C., Trinity U., W. Texas S. U. (U. of Houston.)

Utah: Brigham Young U.*, Utah S. U., U. of Utah*.
Vermont: Middlebury C.**, Norwich U., St. Michael's C., U. of Vermont*.
Virginia: Hollins C., Mary Washington C., Old Dominion C., Randolph-Macon

Woman's C.*, Richmond Professional Inst., U. of Virginia*, Virginia Military Inst.,
Virginia Polytechnic Inst.*, Washington & Lee U. (C. of William & Mary.)

Washington: Central Washington S. C., Columbia Basin C., Gonzaga U., Grays
Harbor C., Olympia J. C., U. of Puget Sound*, Washington S. U.*, U. of Washing-
ton**, W. Washington S. C.*

West Virginia: Davis & Elkins C., U. of West Virginia*.
Wisconsin: Beloit C.*, Carthage C., Madison C., Marquette U., Milwaukee

Inst. of Technology, Milwaukee School of Engineering, Ripon C.*, St. Norbert C.,
Wisconsin S. U. (Eau Claire), Wisconsin S. U. (Oshkosh), Wisconsin S. U.
(Stevens Point), Wisconsin S. U. (Whitewater), U. of Wisconsin (Madison) * *, U.
of Wisconsin (Milwaukee)*. (Lawrence U.)

Wyoming: U. of Wyoming*.
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II

The following tables present numerical summaries, in state order, of the
data reported by the institutions listed above. For comparative purposes,
data from the Modern Language Association's survey of 1965 are also
given. A dash means either "zero," or "none reported."

NOTES TO THE TABLE
a MLA total for institutions which did not respond to the present survey.

Schools not listed in the MLA Report, or listed as not having a Russian enroll-
ment, are counted as gains. If the enrollment is the same, it has been counted as
a gain.

e Includes teachers at the Defense Language Institute.
d Does not include Columbia University.
e Includes adjustment of adding mistakes in MLA totals for California, Illinois,

and Iowa.
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Alabama 20 6 2 122 37 8

Alaska 2 2 40 17

Arizona 7 3 210 87 45

Arkansas 10 1 1 24 2 111

California 136 68 19 2531 1107 423 77?

Colorado 19 10 2 426 176 15 99?

Connecticut 18 8 1 163 139 25 43

Delaware 2 1 21 12 4

Dist. of Columbia 16 8 376 247 222 82

Florida 28 14 4 422 116 56 3

Georgia 28 4 80 18

Hawaii 4 1 45 20 17

Idaho 7 1 1 17 5 III

Illinois 77 32 4 882 482 265 204

Indiana 36 15 5 572 341 139 75

Iowa 39 10 2 292 107 19 9

Kansas 37 6 5 180 127 44 5

Kentucky 28 11 267 97 37

Louisiana 17 5 6 -- 84 80 13 10

Maine 10 4 109 21 13

Maryland 25 9 1 417 187 96

Massachusetts 56 24 2 775 549 135 87

Michigan 45 8 11 1 814 309 107 60

Minnesota 40 11 2 352 77 92 01.1

Mississippi 24 3 36 8 5 =10

Missouri 39 9 7 195 107 10
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